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This magazine has been 
introduced as a rebirth of the 
original Western Port Times, 
published in Grantville from 
1898 until 1908, by T. C. 
Monger, and from 1908 to 
August 1910 by the Sullivan 
Brothers, at which date the 
premise was destroyed in a 
fire and everything lost.

Publication never resumed and 
the land eventually became the 
site of the Grantville Primary 
School and today is the local 
council’s Transaction Centre.

In its prime, the paper was 
distributed from Flinders and 
Hastings on the Mornington 
Peninsula, to San Remo and 
Phillip Island, Inverloch and 
the Powlett region, through 
to Jumbunna and Loch, and 
as far north as Lang Lang.

The modern Western Port Times 
is produced in association with 
The Waterline News, for the U3A 
Local History Group, based in 
Grantville.

The Western Port Times is a 
creative exercise to show-case 
the history of Grantville, in 
particular, and the surrounding 
area, in general, complementing 
the group’s website.     
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Links to other sites
Group member and Grantville local, Clive Budd, who 
is also the webmaster for the Bass Valley Historical 
Society website (www.bassvalleyhistoricalsociety.com.au)
has started a list of links to other historical Associations 
which might interest you.

If you know of any we should add to the list, please do 
not hesitate to let us know:
Email: Geoff_Guilfoyle@aanet.com.au

Historical Group Links
Bass Valley Historical Society:
https://bassvalleyhistoricalsociety.com.au

Grantville History:
grantvillehistory.com.au

Inverloch Historical Society:
cv.vic.gov.au/organisations/inverloch-historical-society/  
Also: http://inverlochhistory.com/

Koo-Wee-Rup Swamp Historical Society:
kooweerupswamphistory.blogspot.com.au/

Korumburra & District Historical Society: 
Janet Wilson 5657 2267  or PO Bo 293
Korumburra 3950

Lang Lang and District Historical Society:
langlang.net/historical.html

Leongatha and district Historical society:
leongathahistory.org.au

National Library of Australia Trove:
trove.nla.gov.au/

Phillip Island & District Historical Society:
http://pidhs.org.au/

Phillip Island Nature Parks, Churchill Island Heritage 
Farm Collection.
https://victoriancollections.net.au/organisations/
churchill-island-heritage-farm#collection-records

South Eastern Historical Association: 
seha.org.au

State Library of Victoria:
slv.vic.gov.au/

Western Port Historical Society Inc.:
hwphs.org.au/

Wonthagi Historical Society:
wonthaggihistoricalsociety.org.au/

The Bass Valley U3A Local History Group are 
still looking for photos and information on 
places of significance to our local history.

If you have anything you would like to share 
with us, we have the facilities to scan or 
photograph your items so they do not have 
to leave your possession. 

If you have something you would like to share: 
Email: Geoff_Guilfoyle@aanet.com.au  
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From The Original
First published in The Western Port Times on 22 August 1902

LOCAL AND GENERAL NEWS
The Rev. Chas. Oelrich Church of England 

Minister will preach on Sunday next as 
follows:-San Remo 11 a.m.; Bass 3 p.m.; 
Grantville 7 p.m.

The Rev. Father Parker will hold Mass at 
Powlett next Sunday morning at 11 a.m.

Cr Daly notifies in our advirtising [sic] 
columns that he is seeking re-election.

Mr John Caughey advertises that he has 
12 first class springers for sale.

For Chronic Chest Complaints, Woods Great 
Peppermint Cure, 1s. 6d.

Mr Good is a candidate for Woolamai Riding, 
as will be seen in another column.

Mr Fowles of “Linda Vale,” Blackwood, is 
holding a clearing sale, of all his dairy store, 
farm implements, etc, on Tuesday Sept. 9th.

The Grantville State School was opened 
again on Monday, by Mr Dobson, a relieving 
teacher, Mr Grey having obtained three 
months leave of absence. 

Through Mr John Campbell, a donation 
was obtained for a prize, from Railton and 
Co. of Swanston-st, Melbourne, for the last 
Annual Show at Grantville; but through an 
error on the prize list, Railton Bros. name 
appeared, the proper donor being Railton 
and Co.

From The Western Port Times,  8 August 1902

Did He Stop At Grantville?
In September 1925, Australian Prime Minister, 
Stanley Melbourne Bruce, paid a rare visit 
to various towns comprising his Flinders 
electorate, including Grantville. Did Bruce 
actually linger long enough at Grantville to 
speak at the Mechanics’ Institute; or was it 
more a drive-past with a brief stop to say 
a few words and shake a few hands? Given 
Grantville’s decline – it seems to hold less 
importance than Caldermeade and Loch in 
1925 – the latter action is more likely. 

From The Argus, Saturday 5 September 1925
Prime Minister’s Tour

The Prime Minister (Mr. Bruce) will leave on 
Monday for a short tour in his constituency. 
Mr. Bruce intended to speak at a gathering 
near Koo-wee-rup on Monday, at Wonthaggi 
in the evening, and at Loch on Tuesday 
evening; while he has also engagements at 
Cranbourne, Grantville, Langwarrin, and 
Glenalvie. Mr. Bruce will return in time for 
the sitting of the House of Representatives 
on Wednesday afternoon. 

From The Age, Saturday 5 September 1925
Prime Minister’s Tour.
Wonthaggi District Visited.

On Monday the Prime Minister, Mr. S. 
M. Bruce, will commence a tour of centres 
in his own electorate of Flinders, including 
Wonthaggi and Kooweerup. Mr. Bruce will 
motor from Frankston early in the morning, 
and will meet the residents of Langwarrin 
between 10 and 10.30 a.m. He will then 
proceed to Pearcedale, where he will meet 
the electors, and after a 20 minute stay will 
go on to Kooweerup, via Cranbourne. At the 
latter place the Prime Minister will meet the 
residents at Cranbourne shire hall, and 
will then continue his journey, reaching 
Kooweerup at about 12.30. 

In the afternoon he will visit Caldermeade 
Estate, and will receive local deputations 
there. After visiting Lang Lang and Grantville, 
Mr. Bruce will arrive at Wonthaggi in time to 
address a public meeting at this industrial 
centre. 

On Tuesday the Prime Minister will spend 
some hours in the morning meeting the 
electors of the town; and in the afternoon 
will motor to Glen Alvie, and subsequently 
to Loch, where he will address a public 
meeting in the local mechanic’s institute. 
On Wednesday morning Mr. Bruce will return 
to Melbourne. 
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The hearing was ended yesterday, before 
the Chief Justice (Sir William Irvine) and a 
special jury of six, of the petition of George 
Suckling, aged 34 years, of Glen Forbes, farm 
labourer, who sought the dissolution of his 
marriage with Helen Suckling, aged 28 years, 
of Woolamai, on the ground of misconduct 
with Charles Steenholdt, who was joined 
as co-respondent, and from whom Suckling 
claimed £1,000 damages. 

The action was heard in the First Civil Court. 
The marriage took place on June 15, 1914. 
There are two children of the marriage. 

Mr. Cullity (instructed by Messrs Mahony 
and O’Brien) appeared for petitioner; Mr. T. 
Power (instructed by Mr. T. A, Kennedy) for 
Mrs. Suckling; and Mr. Walker (instructed 
by Messrs. W. S Cook and McCallum) for 
Steenholdt.

The case for petitioner was that some years 
after marriage he and his wife lived at Woolamai. 
They then went into the employment of 
Steenholdt, and eventually moved into a 
house on Steenholt’s property. His wife received 
£2 a week for looking after the house, &c., and 
petitioner received £2 a week for his work on 
the farm. 

A fortnight before Suckling went to live on 
the farm, Steenholdt, who also worked on 
the property, was later than usual in arriving 
at work. Steenholdt said that he had had 
“quite a long yarn” with Mrs Suckling about 
old times. When petitioner went home he 
spoke to his wife about this incident. She 
replied that it was all nonsense to think that 
there was anything wrong, and that Steenholdt 
was not a man of that character. 

When they moved into the house on the 
farm Steenholdt visited their house on 
Sundays and usually remained to tea. After 
tea Mrs. Suckling would sometimes send 
petitioner to a place some distance away for 
eggs. 

The journey generally occupied two hours, 
during which time Mrs Suckling and 
co-respondent would be in the house. 
When he left the farm about February, 1924, 
his wife refused to accompany him. On 
several occasions afterwards, when he went 

A Contested Divorce Suit
Jury Awards Damages.

Challenge on Legal Grounds.
From The Argus, Wednesday 24 February 1926, Page 9.

Note: For some reason the article fails to mention that Charles Steenholt was a sitting Shire Councillor (Woolamai Riding) 
and former Shire President (1922).  

to the farm, she persisted in her refusal. 
Co-respondent was at the farm on each 
occasion when he went there. He denied that 
after the service of the divorce papers he had 
continued marital relations with his wife.

Mrs. Suckling denied misconduct, and said 
that after the institution of the divorce 
proceedings there had been marital relations.

Charles Steenholt said: I am a farmer living 
at Woolamai. I had tea on Sundays with 
petitioner and respondent. Sometimes the 
children were there also. I generally left for 
home about 9 o’clock. At no time did I 
misconduct myself with the respondent. I 
deny that I kissed Mrs. Suckling.

In his address to the jury the Chief Justice 
said that there had been “fearless and violent 
conflict” in the evidence tendered. Perjury had 
been committed. The jury found that there 
had been misconduct between respondent 
and co-respondent, and that Suckling had 
not condoned that misconduct. The jury 
awarded Suckling £100 damages.

Mr. Cullity moved that petitioner’s prayer 
be granted, and that Suckling have his costs 
of the suit. Mr. Power argued that the decree 
should not be granted on the ground that 
wilful neglect of the petitioner had conduced 
to his wife’s misconduct. That, he submitted, 
was a question for the Chief Justice to decide, 
apart from the verdict of the jury, by exercising 
the discretion in that direction for which the 
law provided. 

When he suspected misconduct Suckling 
should have removed his wife from temptation. 
When Suckling left the farm and went to 
work elsewhere he had permitted his wife to 
remain at Woolamai. Mr. Cullity maintained 
that there had been no wilful neglect on the 
part of petitioner. Suckling had tried on 
several occasions to induce his wife to leave 
the farm at Woolamai, but she had refused 
to do so.

Mr. Walker said that he concurred In 
the argument advanced by Mr Power. If the 
Court upheld that contention the petition 
must be dismissed, and the award of the 
jury go by the board.

Judgment was reserved.
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No-No and Oh, No! Ads
Have a rabbit problem? Want to get rid of the 

annoying little critters? Then try strychnine. 
Available now over the counter at your local 
pharmacy. Oh, and it also works on your 
hated co-workers and unwanted relatives. 
And remember, it is available in any quantity 
at your local chemist. 

From KooWeeRup Sun and Lang Lang Guardian, 17 April 1927

Speed Fiends!
From the Dandenong Journal, Thursday 18 October 1934

James Martin, the driver of a motor car 
engaged in the service between Melbourne 
and Wonthaggi, was fined £5 at the local 
Police Court for exceeding the speed limit of 
30 miles per hour. To those who are familiar 
with the dangerous nature of the road in 
parts, the fact that he was travelling between 
50 and 60 miles per hour will come as a 
great surprise. 

J. McLean, the driver of a motor transport, 
was fined £3 for exceeding the prescribed 
speed limit of 20 miles per hour. He was 
travelling at 36 miles per hour. No wonder 
the roads get cut about.

 *                    *                    *  

Memorial to Late Dr. Wilson
From the Mornington Standard, 25 November 1897
A meeting in connection with the above 

was held in the Bass Hall on the 15th inst., 
There was an attendance of gentlemen 
representing all parts of the district. 

J. T. Paul, J.P., was chosen as chairman, 
and in explaining the object of the meeting, 
which he was pleased to see was so 
representative, referred in warm terms 
to the late doctor, who, in addition to his 
skill as a physician had proved himself to 
be a warm and true friend, and one who 
had lived for the good he could do to others; 
also, that in all matters affecting the public 
welfare of the district their deceased friend 
was ever ready to help forward, and he (the 
chairman) thought that, as a community, it 
would ill become them were they not to do 
something to perpetuate the memory of an 
upright and noble man. 

Messrs Gray, Sloss, Fitzgerald and other 
gentlemen also spoke warmly of the late 
doctor, and, although not formally decided 
upon, the memorial will take the form of a 
red granite monument over his grave. Mr. J. 
Gray, head teacher of the Bass State school, 
and Mr. J. S. Marsh. of Grantville, were 
elected joint hon. secs. and treasurer.

The following gentlemen were appointed 
a committee, and also as collectors for the 
memorial fund:– Rev. H. E. Potter, P. J. Daley, 
esq., J.P., president of the shire, and Crs. 
Anderson, O’Meara, Ward, Grout, Bates, 
McPhee, and Messrs John Cleeland, Paul, 
McGowan, Bothwell, Sloss, Stepthenson, 
Fitzgerald, Walker, Trewin, Howell, McNabb, 
Mission, Quinlivan, and Capt. Henderson. 

It was further resolved that all collectors’ 
books be handed to the 
secretaries not later 
than 3rd January. 
The above committee 
ensures the success of 
the movement.

It transpired that the 
relatives of Dr. Wilson 
(Belfast, Ireland) had 
been communicated 
with in regard to this 
movement, and had 
expressed the pleasure 
they felt when they 
learned that their 
deceased relative was 
held in such high 
esteem by all.

Dr. Wilson’s headstone at 
the Corinella Cemetery
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William Baker Lang and Edith Nora Kennedy 
met when William, then from Melbourne, rode 
his horse past her property at Grantville, 
one very hot day. She was sitting under a 
loquat tree. She was very beautiful and he 
stopped to ask her for a glass of water. They 
married in September 1895, William being 
28 and Edith, aged 21 (b. 1874). William was 
very keen on racing. He always had a horse 
which he was training and he had a trainer 
in Melbourne.  

[William’s interest in Grantville was not just 
centred on wooing Edith. In October 1895 he 
founded the Grantville Racing Club and over-
saw the construction of a race course behind 
the Grantville Hotel which he purchased from 
Alice Thomson in 1897.]

Granny Kennedy [Edith’s mother’s and 
Yvonne’s maternal grandmother’s] family came 
from Ireland. Her husband [Edith’s father] was 
David Kennedy – this is where the David comes 
from in our family. Grandfather Kennedy died 
after falling off his horse, drunk. 

[This being David Barclay Kennedy, the 
manner of death will comes as no surprise to 
anyone familiar with his life.] 

His [David Barclay’s] mother complained 
that she never heard from him and he never 
responded to her letters. She was getting old 
and sick and was distressed by this. 

William and Edith had five children: 
Nora (b. Jan 1897), William Junior (b. April 

1898), David (b. Sept. 1899), Alice (b. Feb. 1900), 
Yvonne (b. June 1918)

William Junior had bad asthma and didn’t 
get on with his father. He gambled and got 
into trouble and had to be bailed out by his 
father. He resented Yvonne going to boarding 
school and thought that it was a waste of 
money. For her part, Yvonne adored her father 
but thought more consideration should be 
given to her brother, who had been to war at an 
early age.

[William Lang sold the Grantville Hotel to 
Dr. Robert Cole in March 1925.]

From Conversations With Yvonne Lang

In 1925 the family moved from Grantville 
to Cobram for the warmer weather. Yvonne 
was seven years old. In 1928 they moved from 
Cobram to Bass (Gippsland). In Bass they 
had a sheep and cattle farm. Yvonne went to 
different private schools in Melbourne. Her 
mother and Yvonne lived in Melbourne, her 
mother having cancer, and the men came 
home on weekends. She died in 1929 at the 
age of 55 when Yvonne was about 10.

Yvonne got very bad mumps straight after-
wards. Her sister, Alice, was a nurse at the time. 
Yvonne went to the farm in Bass for a year and 
lived with Alice, David, and her father. 

Her older sister, Nora, had an apartment in 
Melbourne, so at the end of this year Yvonne 
went to St Michaels’ Church of England Girl’s 
Grammar, a boarding school in Melbourne. 

(continues on Page 7)

William Bates Lang in his senior years.

The following story comes compliments of Karen Lang, a great-granddaughter of William and Edith 
Lang. It is compiled from notes taken in conversation with Yvonne Lang, the youngest daughter of 
William and Edith. It is a little disjointed, but offers some insight into this prominent Grantville 
family (arguably the most prominent after the Pauls) and it also allows me to use a photo of the 
young Elizabeth Taylor in a swimsuit – and yes, it is relevant and not at all gratuitous (well, 
maybe slightly) – because Grantville, believe it or not, has a connection to the famous actress.
Disclaimer: These events were recorded many years after they occurred, and do not appear to 
be backed by any photographic or written (i.e. letters) evidence. A degree of caution is needed, 
particularly in evaluating Yvonne’s life after 1945.
Note: All bracketed [ ] and italicised text is a comment or explanation by the editor.
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It still exists but is now co-ed. Yvonne went 
there for 5 years, from 12-16 years. 

Yvonne’s father died in 1939, just before 
her 21st birthday, of a heart condition. He 
may have been sick for about 6 months and 
was nursed by Alice during this time. Yvonne 
was doing her mothercraft nursing when she 
heard over the phone off his passing. He is 
buried in the St Kilda Cemetery in Melbourne 
next to his Edith. 

[The account now skips a number of years. 
Yvonne obtained her Mothercraft Nursing 
qualification and entered the workforce as a 
paediatric nurse/nanny.]

Yvonne worked in South Australia through 
the 1940s. In 1945, at the age of 26, she was 
engaged to Jim Biggar. He turned out to be mean 
and Yvonne went to London and broke it off. 

[It isn’t clear what ‘mean’ entails in this 
instance; secondly, the timeline seems a little 
confused. Elsewhere Yvonne has 1950 being 
the year of her first trip overseas (in which 
she purchased a watch in Switzerland for 
Alice). Four years seems a long time for an 
engagement.]  

Yvonne went to London four times in all and 
worked in child care with travel attached, 
travelling with the families first class on the 
QE2 to New York for 6 months, for example.

Yvonne didn’t want to stay longer than a 
year in any job. She worked for Maria Shearer, 
the dancer [likely she means Moira Shearer], 
the Maharaja, and Elizabeth Taylor and her 
husband, Michael Wilding (for one year and 
a week). He was a perfect English gentleman 
but a bit too gentle for Elizabeth, Yvonne 
thought. They didn’t argue much.

Taylor was a wonderful mother and changed 
dirty nappies herself. She treated Yvonne like 
one of the family and took her to restaurants 
and other places. 

Elizabeth always wanted to give Yvonne 
presents, all the time. Yvonne wouldn’t accept a 
car – Elizabeth and Michael wanted to give her 
one the same as theirs. The Wildings lived in 
the mountains in Beverley Hills and Elizabeth 
kept asking Yvonne what she would like. 
Yvonne wouldn’t even tell Elizabeth when 
her birthday was.

In the end, Yvonne said she would like 
a little coffee cup from which she drank 
her coffee every evening with the Wildings 
and a teaspoon (which she later gave to a 
friend’s baby) and a number of Elizabeth’s 
maternity bras! Elizabeth often gave her 
clothes of her own to wear when they lived 

From Conversations… (continued from Page 6) at the Dorchester in London for 6 months, 
saying that Yvonne wasn’t wearing enough 
clothes. Yvonne refused to keep the clothes, 
which were often beautiful coats and other 
designer clothes.  

Peggy was her [Taylor’s] secretary and got 
in trouble for wearing ET’s clothes when she 
[Taylor] was away. Beverley Hills was very 
lonely and remote, with rattlesnakes. Lottie, 
a black cook used to have rattlesnakes over 
her door for good luck. [Presumably dead ones]. 

Yvonne would meet all the well-known 
people at the Wildings’ house. Lottie would 
get very over stressed and Yvonne would 
make fun of her. The Wildings rented a 
place for a month at Malibu Beach which 
was much livelier and all the meals came 
from the Beverley Hills Hotel.

ET was filming in Rome and they all stayed 
at the Rome Hotel for a month. They had 
delicious grapes. ET was very funny and had 
a great sense of humour; she would drop 
grapes on the heads of people walking below. 
She was 21 at the time.

Every Wednesday Yvonne had lunch with 
the secretary from Metro Goldwyn Mayer 
studios. They had an MGM car and would 
go to a restaurant at the Rome Hotel. King 
Farouk from Italy would be at the next table 
each Wednesday. 

ET didn’t get on well with her mother very 
well, but Yvonne liked her very much. The 
mother tried to run ET’s life too much. [Taylor’s 
mother, Sara Southern, died 1994 aged 99, 
was a successful stage actress who retired 
from the profession in 1926.]

One Christmas they went to Florence 
(continues on Page 8)

Elizabeth Taylor in the early 1950s. Location unknown.
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From Conversations… (continued from Page 7)

Desmond’s house. She was a stage star at 
the time. Yvonne got food poisoning and ET 
was very concerned, got her doctor to come 
and booked a hotel room for Yvonne so she 
would have around the clock care. ET would sit 
on the edge of her bed and was delightful.

Yvonne didn’t like Errol Flynn; he was 
very drunk and horrible, a very rough fellow. 
He was unpleasant to the baby [Michael], 
saying “here, take him, he pissed on me!” 
and shoving him at Yvonne. 

Yvonne had to leave the US because 
Immigration wouldn’t let her stay any longer 
than one year. When Taylor had a second 
child [Christopher Edward b.1955] she called 
Yvonne and asked her to come and stay with 
them but Yvonne declined; she didn’t want 
to go back there [Beverley Hills], it was too 
remote.

The last time they corresponded was a few 
years ago. Yvonne was very fond of Elizabeth. 
[Given that Yvonne passed away in 2004, 
this correspondence would have been the 
late 1990s.]

Yvonne stayed with two archaeologists and 
their son. [If the timeline is correct, his was 
around late 1954]. The wife was very nice 
but dressed as if she was going on a dig. 
The father used to make passes at Yvonne. 
The boy, Christopher Stylianou, was about six 
when Yvonne went to work for the family. 

She worked for them on and off for three 
years. He was very naughty and used to tease 
his very aristocratic grandmother, Lady 
Dobell, who thought he had bad manners. 
Every morning in the five star hotels the family 
stayed at, Christopher would empty a box of 
Lux flakes into the basin and wash socks, 
making a huge mess in the bathroom. 

Yvonne was very fond of him. She stayed 
in touch with Christopher and when he was 
married in recent years he invited Yvonne to 
attend. He is now about 50. 

[It isn’t clear exactly when these ‘recent 
years’ were but the mid-90s seems likely. From 
here the timeline become very confused but is 
probably the late 1950s. It also isn’t clear who 
the ‘American family’ refers to or Yvonne’s 
exact relationship with the Onassis family.] 

The American family living in Switzerland 
were god daughters of Aristotle Onassis and 
so Yvonne saw quite a lot of this family. She 
took Christina to the Berenson chalet after a 
cruise. 

During the cruise, Yvonne would have 
breakfast with the Onassis family before 
Aristotle would fly off in the morning. His 

plane was on the deck of his yacht, which 
had gold taps etc. Yvonne stayed in Greta 
Garbo’s cabin which was full of flowers for 
Garbo, who couldn’t come at the last minute 
because of kidney trouble. 

Aristotle flew off every morning to work 
in Monte Carlo or Paris. Alexander was the 
favourite Onassis child and received all the 
attention. Christina was ignored, which was 
very sad.

In 1962 Yvonne and Jim [presumably the 
‘Jim’ mentioned earlier] were married. Mrs Agar, 
a family friend, gave Yvonne a 100 year old silk 
and lace hanky for her wedding. Yvonne had 
jokingly said she’d like something old for a 
present. 

They lived in New Zealand from 1962 to 1969. 
Yvonne worked with children with cerebral 
palsy and some of them wrote to her until 
she died on 18 January 2004. They sent her 
handkerchiefs as gifts every Christmas. 

In 1969 they moved to Victoria and they 
lived with Alice in Frankston until about 1990.  
Yvonne, Jim and Alice then left Frankston to 
live in Scamander, in Tasmania. They later 
moved to St Helens, also in Tasmania, which 
they loved.

Jim spent 126 days in hospital before he 
died. Yvonne visited every day but towards 
the end he didn’t know her. 

 *                    *                    *  
From The Herald, Thursday 23 September 1937, page 2

Transport To Cowes
Daily Car Sought

Facilities for travelling to Cowes were 
discussed before the Transport Board today at 
the hearing of an application by Mr L. D. 
Parnell for a licence to run a commercial 
passenger car daily from Melbourne to 
Cowes.

Mr Parnell’s proposal was to go by  was 
of Stoney Point, and return by Newhaven, 
San Remo, Anderson, Bass, Corinella and 
Grantville.

Supporting the application the president 
of the Shire of Phillip Island (Mr D. Dawson) 
said that Cowes was being penalised as a tourist 
resort because the facilities for a daily visit 
were poor.

He deplored that the island was without 
daily car services which were enjoyed by other 
tourist resorts further from Melbourne.

After hearing objections to the application 
from the Railways Department and from Mr 
V. A. Moloney, who runs a service to San 
Remo, the Board reserved its decision.
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Chicory Growing
And its Treatment for Market

Woolamai, Sth. Gippsland (Cymro, 23/7/’30).
Cymro, a member of the Beehive, writes 

from Woolamai, South Gippsland:—
I intended writing before, but soon after 

I arrived down here the boss had rather a 
severe accident and in consequence I had to 
take charge. 

We grow chicory, and that means work, 
with a capital W. The chicory root is very 
similar to that of the parsnip, and grows in 
rows about 18in. apart. It is sown about 
October and is harvested in July. The chicory 
is dug with an implement resembling a spade 
but with a very narrow blade; it is known as a 
devil, so I have been working with the devil.

The next process is topping; that is, 
breaking off the green tops, which is followed 
by washing. The roots are washed until they 
are almost white, a very laborious task, 
especially on a cold morning when I have to 
plunge my hands into the tanks repeatedly. 
The washing is followed by the cutting up. 
This is done by means of a Massey-Harris 
pulper, which is operated by a McKay 21⁄2 
h.p. petrol engine.

The chicory is then ready for the most 
important process, namely, drying. This is 
done in a kiln. Sixteen bags are spread out 
for drying, and when dried only four bags 
remain. The “floor” has to be turned every 
four hours. It is a very hot job, more so at 
the first turning, for after being in the kiln 
for five minutes one resembles a lobster. The 
fuel used for heating the kiln is wood, which 
is sawn into 4ft. lengths. One drying takes 
12 to 16 hours.

Originally published in Land, Friday 15 August 1930

Chicory
(Another failed local industry)

Assistance for Chicory Growers
Mornington, Monday.–Mr. A. J. Kirton, M.L.A., 

spent last week conferring with the chicory 
growers of Phillip Island, French Island, and 
Corinella, who have been selling their produce 
at a loss for some time past. Several meetings 
were arranged and addressed by Mr. Kirton, 
who outlined a pooling scheme for this year 
after arranging with a large Melbourne 
company to handle the whole of the crop 
and to finance growers before the crop was 
sold. The whole of the growers who had chicory 
unsold embraced the scheme.

On return to Melbourne Mr. Kirton interviewed 

the Minister of Agriculture (Mr. Hogan) and 
asked that legislation be brought in this 
session to bring about a compulsory pool for 
next year. This Mr. Hogan agreed to do. The 
pool will also embrace onions and potatoes. 
Growers say that when this scheme is carried 
out producers will be on a sound footing. 
Melbourne prices have been £22 10/ per ton; 
Adelaide £35. Growers agreed on a basis of 
£35 for Melbourne.

From The Age, Tuesday 16 April 1935, page 7

Election of Members
The following nominations were received 

yesterday by the Chief Electoral Officer (Mr 
Rowe) for members of the Chicory Marketing 
Board:–

No.1 District (Phillip Island).– Messrs. R. 
T. Harris, Ventnor, and S. J. McFee, Rhyll.

No.2 District (rest of State).– Messrs. P. 
J. Davon, French Island; C. H. Edwards, 
Grantville, and J. J. King, Tankerton.

Ballot papers will be sent out on Monday 
and the ballot will close on 31st inst.

From The Age, Thursday 12 March 1936, page 7

Chicory Board Poll
Following a poll taken yesterday, Messrs. 

R. T. Harris, of Ventnor, Phillip Island, and Mr. 
C. H. Edwards, of Grantville, have been elected 
members of the Chicory marketing Board. The 
State Ministry has yet to appoint a nominee 
to the board.

Details of the voting are:–
No.1 Area (Phillip Island).– R. T. Harris, 

72; S. J. McFee, Phillip Island, 13; informal, 
10; rejected, 2. Total 97 (100 per cent. poll). 
Harris elected.

No.2 Area (French Island and the Mainland).– T. 
J. Davon, French Island, 28; C. H. Edwards, 
21; J. J. King, Tankerton, 14. After allocation 
of King’s preferences:– Edwards, 34; Davon, 
29. Total votes, 63 (100 per cent. poll). Edwards 
elected.

From The Argus, Wednesday 1 April 1936, page 16
(continues on Page 10)

Chicory kiln remnant at Corinella.
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Chicory (continued from Page 9)

Chicory Marketing Board.
To The Editor Of The Age.
Sir.–The circular the Chicory Marketing Board 

sent to each grower is far from satisfactory. The 
writer states the price they have received per 
ton, but have nothing to say regarding the 
cost of administration of the Chicory Marketing 
Board. Mr. R Harris states “the members of 
the Chicory Marketing Board have no desire 
or need to mislead the growers.” 

Perhaps Mr. Harris can call to mind a 
public meeting held at Phillip Island, before 
the Marketing Act came into operation, when 
it was stated it wouldn’t cost the grower 21⁄2 
per cent. on commission sale, and also that 
inter-State trade could be stopped. 

Both these statements were very misleading. 
We find we have to pay 21⁄2 per cent. beside 
the extraordinary cost of administration of 
the board. If the growers had been told the 
exact position, and that the board, would 
strike a levy of £1 for every half acre of 
chicory grown in Victoria, needless to say 
there would not be a marketing board to-day. 

Mr. R. Harris also states: “In 1936 the 

Chicory League
Cowes, Saturday.– The Chicory Defence 

League meeting, with representatives from 
French Island, Corinella, Merrick, Cowes and 
Kooweerup, decided to fund a credit balance of 
£157 for the future use of members. A motion 
was carried criticising the recent increase in 
the salary of the chairman and members of the 
chicory board. A vote of thanks was accorded 
the chairman Mr. Roberts and his helpers.

From The Age, Monday 9 January 1939, page 15

Chicory Marketing.
Board Appointed.

Control of All Supplies.
Messrs. R. T. Harris, of Phillip Island, and 

C. H. Edwards, of Grantville, representing the 
growers, and Mr. A. H. Johnson, secretary 
of the Department of Agriculture, have been 
appointed members of the Chicory marketing 
Board, and Mr. Harris elected chairman.

A proclamation has been issued declaring 
that all chicory produced in the next two 
years will be the property of the board, and 
must be delivered to it by growers. It is also 
prescribed that any person holding more 
than one ton of chicory must submit a return 
to the Director of Agriculture within seven 
days giving particulars of the chicory held.

At the office of the Minister of Agriculture, 
Mr. Hogan congratulated the members of the 
board on their appointment, and suggested 
that they should confer with the Onion 
Marketing Board and the Dried Fruits Board to 
seek their assistance and advice on launching 
the marketing system.

Messrs. Harris and Edwards, on behalf of 
the chicory growers, thanked the Minister and 
the Government for having had the marketing 
legislation passed and orderly marketing 
made possible.

From The Age, Saturday 11 April 1936, page 14

board made an advance of £17 per ton to the 
growers.” Yet the board received £25 1/6 per 
ton. I fail to see how this is a benefit to the 
chicory growers, when they have received 
no more than £17 per ton. The Minister 
of Agriculture states “the disloyal chicory 
growers undercut the Marketing Board.” 

This is not so. The so-called disloyal growers 
received £25 per ton in 1935, and more contracts 
would have been made in 1937 at £25 per 
ton had not the Marketing Board cut the price 
to £21 10/. Not any growers would have been 
selling chicory at £19 per ton. Why blame 
the so-called disloyal growers for the board’s 
actions?–Yours, &c.,

Corinella   Yes Voter.
From The Age, Monday 13 June 1938, page 9

Ruined homestead and kiln, near Tankerton, French Island.

Kiln remnant on Mosquito Creek Road, French Island.
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Part three saw George McGowan and family leave 
Queensferry, seemingly overnight, relocating to George’s 
old stomping ground of Hay, N.S.W. and purchasing 
the Hay and Deniliquin Coach Line.  

Not content with the Hay and Deniliquin 
Coach Line, and as reported in the 19 August 
1899 edition of The Hillston Spectator and 
Lachlan River Advertiser, McGowan won the 
contract for the conveyance of mail from 
Carrathool, Gunbar and Hillston. Soon he added 
a Hay to Bendigo and Hay to Melbourne service. 
After this he teamed up with a man named 
J. C. Smith to form McGowan Smith & Co 
and by January 1902 had added three extra 
regional coach services. This 2 July 1901 
advertisement in the Riverine Grazier lists 
the key services provided by the company:

The Enigmatic George McGowan
Part Four

by Geoff Guilfoyle

This is McGowan Smith and Co. at its height. 
Now comes the fall…

In part, blame can be placed on a severe 
and prolonged drought and, perhaps to 
overextension of the company; too many 
routes not paying their way. More generally, 
however, the glory days of Cobb & Co. were 
fading, a victim of the ever expanding rail-
way, just as the railways themselves, a half 
century later, would fall before the internal 
combustion engine. 

In June 1903, the firm of McGowan Smith 
and Co. was dissolved by mutual agreement 
and George McGowan left Hay forever.

Once again, a venture George McGowan  
was involved in failed, and once again he 
left a district poorer than when he entered 
it. This time, however, the losses were likely 
larger than at Queensferry, for after Hay you 
don’t get the sense that he ever had that 
much money again. He certainly couldn’t 
afford to purchase another coach company.

George McGowan and his family reappear 
in 1904, in Wittenoom Street in the town of 
Collie in Western Australia, about 100km 
south of Perth and 50km east of Bunbury.

Why Collie?
Because Collie was in the early 1900s was 

a new town, one only surveyed and gazetted 
as such in 1897, and it sat on top of the only 
coalfields in Western Australia, coalfields only 
developed in the 1890s. By this time, George 
knew a fair bit about coal mining – especially 
what not to do. 

But he didn’t start with coal. 
He went back to being a mail contractor, 

and is mentioned in the Western Mail of 
December 1904 as the agent for the Collie 
Coalfields. Given that this isn’t the most 
remunerative of jobs, March 1906 sees him 
working in a supervisory capacity at the Collie 
Proprietary mine.

For some reason, the McGowan family as a 
whole (with the exception of Susan) features 
more often in newspaper reports about 
Collie than they ever did at Queensferry. 
This is likely because the surviving children, 
in 1905, are now young adults or teenagers, 
with Anise bring up the rear at 10 years of age.  

George Junior is listed as participating in 
various sporting events, and seems to have 
made Collie his home, working in the coal 
mining industry in various capacities, notably 
for two years as a stable man for the Scottish 
Collieries Company, only to be fired over a 
wages dispute. He died in 1964. 

The purchase of the piano with the furniture 
at Hay was put to good use, with Doris Annie 
becoming an accomplished pianist. She is 
mentioned playing at various social events, 
though rarely by her first name, presum-
ably those reading the account in the paper 
knowing which Miss McGowan is which.

In 1909, now aged around 20, she marries 
George Harris. From Southern Times, 26 Au-
gust 1909:

A pretty, if quiet little wedding took place 
on Wednesday morning last at the residence 
of the bride’s parents when Miss Doris Annie, 
eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. G. A. McGowan 
was united to Mr. George Alfred Harris, the 
ceremony being performed by the Rev. T. C. 
Oldfield. The bride, who is a talented musician 
and a general favourite in Collie, was given 

(continues on Page 12)
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The Enigmatic George… (continued from Page 11)

away by her father, the bridesmaids being 
the Misses Ruby and Nessie (sisters)...

Once again, you get the sense that, although 
not destitute, the McGowan’s are much poorer 
than they were at Hay and Queensferry. The 
Nessie mentioned is Anise Henrietta, the 
youngest surviving child. She married John 
Archer in the Collie Church in November 
1913, aged 18. Sister Ruby was the only 
bridesmaid and the reception was held at 
the Wittenoom Street residence. 

Noticeable is the absence of Daisy who 
would have been aged around 20 when the 
family arrived at Collie from Hay. As there is 
no record of her death at Hay or Queensferry, 
it is likely she had married by this time and 
moved away. 

Of the children, it is Ruby Eugenie 
(mislabelled Eugene on her birth certificate) 
who stands out clearest, having a couple of 
letters published, participating in a post-card 
exchange scheme run by the Western Mail, 
and being a violinist of some ability. From the 
Western Mail, 6 April 1907, part of a letter 
by Ruby Eugenie McGowan: 

We have had some friends staying with 
us, Mrs. Bates and her daughter Gladys, 
from “Cooyapooya” Station, North West. Last 
Monday we drove out to the third Salvation 
Army Farm, which is about ten miles from 
Collie. We did not enjoy ourselves quite as 
much as we expected, because it rained all 
the way; still, we had plenty of fun. Gladys 
and Doris rode on horseback, and seemed to 
enjoy the rain. The St. Patrick’s Ball was held 
in the Mechanics’ Institute last Friday, and 
was a great success. I was allowed to watch 
the dancers for a little while, and I thought it 
such a pretty sight.

Sometime in 1907 George McGowan started 
suffering from vision problems, the nature of 
which is never really spelt out. Such was the 
sorry state of medical knowledge in the 1900s 
that even the doctors consulted had trouble 
do so. Believing conditions at the mine had 
something to do with it, McGowan sought 
a payout from the Coal Mine Accident 
Compensation Fund. 

His case, along with that of another miner, 
much more seriously injured, was apparently 
mishandled and the case ended up before 
a Royal Commission held in Perth in 1910. 
By this time George McGowan was severely 
sight impaired and no longer working. 

The Western Mail extensively reported on the 
case, including the outcome. Part of the (continues on Page 13)

judgement of Mr W. L. Owen, who was 
appointed Royal Commissioner: 

“Though sympathising with McGowan in 
his infirmity, I cannot help thinking that a 
man of 72 years, as he then was, cannot 
attribute his failing eyesight directly to an 
accident. Dr. Kelsall was very emphatic in 
his evidence to the Commission that he could 
find no trace of an accident having happened 
to the man’s eyes.”

No longer working and without no payout, 
George McGowan’s financial position worsened. 
It isn’t clear if he was receiving a Government 
aged pension.

On 21 July 1914, in the Collie Local Court, 
he was sued by W. H. Melvin for money owned, 
namely the amount of £7, 2s. 8d., was found 
liable, and further fined 5s. costs.

On the 31 August 1917 at ten in the 
morning, George Alexander McGowan died. 
The Collie Mail places his age at death as 84, 
every other source (correctly) as 82.

From the Collie Mail, 8 September 1917:
The funeral of the late Mr. G. A. McGowan, 

whose death we recorded last week, took 
place on Sunday afternoon. The cortege 
moved from deceased’s late residence in 
Wittenoom Street, and road to the place of 
interment, the Congregational portion of the 
Collie cemetery, where the Rev. W. J. Williams 
conducted the service in a most impressive 
manner. The news of Mr. McGowan’s death 
having caused universal regret, a large 
number of residents assembled to pay their 
last tribute of respect to the deceased 
gentleman…

Probate was granted in March 1918 and 
Susan McGowan received the last of her 
husband’s once considerable fortune: £113. 
She, herself, died on 24 November 1921, 
aged 67, and is also buried in the Collie 
cemetery. 

It is hard to assess the life of George 
McGowan. He ended up broke but had an 
adventurous life getting there, with a number 
of highs along the way to much the lows. His 
personality never quite shines through; he 
remains enigmatic. This is better than 
Susan McGowan manages; she is a cipher 
throughout and it’s hard to judge if she’s 
downtrodden or enjoyed the ride. Until the 
move to Collie, the numerous children of 
the couple barely register a mention and we 
never hear of Daisy at all. 

It is in Collie that we start to get a sense 
of George McGowan as a person, albeit one 
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The Enigmatic George… (continued from Page 12)

now in the twilight of his life and through 
the possibly distorted accounts from the 
newspapers. From the Southern Times, 9 
September 1905:

A group of Throssell Street merchants were 
discussing the question of a material hell and 
the noes had it until the veteran McGowan 
took a hand. “I remember that subject 
cropping up at a place I was working at in 
Canada” said the old disciple of Cobb. “I was 
ridiculing the idea when a huge beam fell 
down and pinned me right across the back, 
and of course I became unconscious. My last 
recollection was of a portion of the red hot 
argument. I felt myself going down, down 
– (they were carrying me down some steps) 
– and I made sure it was to be a trip across 
the Styx. The first thing first thing I heard 
afterwards was a voice (I felt sure it was Old 
Nick’s) saying fiendishly ‘Aha, neow we’ll 
berleed him.’ I tried to jump but couldn’t and 
when I opened my eyes and saw the doctor 
– well, it was material enough for me.”

As for the legend of George McGowan 
that appears in 100 Years of History, and 
its variations written elsewhere, I think, 
given the above nonsense, George McGowan 
would hearty approve. He would, however, I 
suspect, find it a little too short and regret 
that he wasn’t around to improve on it, and 
some of what he would add might even be 
true. George Alexander McGowan would be 
his own “Old Fred.”

From KooWeeRup Sun & Lang Lang Guardian, 14 Jan. 1948

 *                    *                    *  

Written by Jan Harper for the Kernot Hall and Reserve 
Committee in 2003 the book is still relevant, perhaps even  
more so given the recent surge in interest in local history.
Kernot, Woodleigh and Almurta came into their own 
during the railway era, from 1910 to 1978. Settled from 
1886 onwards, life changed as milk from the dairy 
farms and stock raised on properties were linked with 
markets through the silver thread of the new railway line. 
Communities expanded as railway personnel, and the 
infrastructure they attracted, boosted the settlements.
While this history reflects that of Gippsland as a whole, 
it is unique to the area in drawing our personal lives 
and juxtaposing them with larger social and economic 
trends.
Copies are available from The Western Port Times. 
$30.00 plus postage, or free local delivery. 
Email: Geoff_Guilfoyle@aanet.com.au
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History of Korumburra
No.36 OF WEEKLY TIMES SERIES

by Frank Whitcombe
Part 2a

First published in the Weekly Times, Saturday 14 September 1929
(Re-paragraphed for the sake of clarity and split into two parts)

A Danish Settlement
Among the pioneers of the Danish 

settlement at East Poowong were Messrs J. 
H. Schmidt, C. Moller, H. Staben, Johnsten 
Anderson, Byriell Bros., Mrs Linnett, Olsen, 
Fisher, P. C. Petersen, Martin Johnson and 
his wife, Edberg (killed while scrub cutting), 
and Peter Anderson. Mrs Peter Anderson 
was the first woman settler in 1878. 

In 1880 the first school was established, 
and attended by 30 children, who for the most 
part had to climb over logs and scramble 
through mud and partially cleared under-
scrub to reach it.

This was in the days before roads or tracks 
even were seriously taken in hand, and 
settlers were linking their capital in attacking 
tall trees and the almost unsubduable jungle 
with pathetic blind persistency, hoping to 
hold on until the inevitable fires should 
open up the country and make it possible to 
continue the struggle. Many in the forefront 
of the battle dropped out – C. Moller, sen., 
died in June, 1897; H. Staben and his wife 
passed away within four years of each other; 
Mrs Anderson in 1902, and her sister, Mrs 
Byriell in 1903; P. C. Petersen in 1905; Mrs 
Moller, sen., 1911, and Mr Olsen, sen., lived 
to the age of 80, and passed away in 1914. 

M. Hansen, of Korumburra, a native of South 
Jutland, Denmark, arrived in Melbourne 
in 1880, and settled in Poowong East, and 
after strenuous work clearing and working 
on outside contracts, got his selection into 
good working order and stocked with cattle 
and sheep, and in 1898 was burnt out and 

lost over 200 sheep and the majority of his 
cattle. When he got the place going again 
he sold out and took up a smallholding at 
Korumburra.

The Pioneers
The late W. Langham, of Ivy Hill Estate, 

Korumburra, was born in Portland in 1847, 
and with his parents proceeded to the 
Ballarat gold diggings, and when [he] arrived 
at man’s estate tramped from Melbourne to 
Poowong and selected 320 acres and developed 
into a fine bushman. He was prominent in 
the movement for the severance of Poowong 
and Jeetho Shire from that of Buln Buln, 
with its headquarters at Drouin. He occupied 
the presidential chair and was a successful 
advocate for road grants to the corduroy 
tracks, then considered the last word in 
road making.

He became a leading stock breeder and 
one of the founders of the Korumburra 
Agricultural and Pastoral Society. Mr 
Langham lost his home and fencing through 
the fires of 1898, but in spite of this set-
back always maintained his reputation for 
purebred Hereford cattle. He was one of the 
original directors of the Korumburra Butter 
Factory. After the war he sold his property 
to the Soldier Settlement Board, and retired 
to Buninyong and East Malvern, where he 
passed away in August of this year, and was 
buried in the Poowong Cemetery.

Dr. Eric N. Scott, who began his practice 
at Korumburra in 1899, was a native of 
Queensland, and Dr. Edward A. Strahan 
opened practice in 1895. Wm. Currie Watson, 
of Kongwak, was born in 1858, and came to 
Victoria in 1881, and in 1886 took up 1300 
acres of land in South Gippsland, 
and established a dairy of Alderney cows 
crossed with pure Jerseys and Ayrshires, 
and took an active part in starting the 
Kongwak Butter Factory. Greatly interested 
in sport and the promotion of rifle shooting, 
he erected a range on his estate.

Cr. Wm. Manston Futcher, born at 
Ballarat in 1860, was educated in Bale and 
removed to Korumburra in 1892, where 

(continues on Page 15)Korumburra in 1894.
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History of Korumburra (continued from Page 14)

he established a general store, and was 
appointed to define the boundaries of the 
Korumburra Riding and Government 
representative of the Water Trust, and 
occupied the presidential chair.

First Postmaster
John Brydon, grazier, “Glentness,” was 

born in Scotland in 1849, and after working for 
a number of years in Victoria at his trade of 
wheel wright, took up land near Korumburra 
in 1882. He was the first postmaster in the 
district, and retained the position for six 
years and became one of the first promoters of 
the Korumburra Butter Factory and chair-
man in 1901.

Geo. Walter Mitchell, J.P., who established 
the Korumburra Times in 1892, sold out 
the following year, and established an 
auctioneering business in Commercial Street, 
and, in addition to becoming president of 
the shire, was chairman of the Mechanics’ 
Institute, and an active member of the 
Agricultural and Pastoral Society.

The late W. H. C. Holmes, in his 
reminiscences of early settlement 
contributed to The Land of the Lyre 
Bird, now unfortunately out of print, 
gave a graphic account of his life in South 
Gippsland, typical of the general experiences 
of his fellow pioneers, from which the salient 
points are culled.

Edward Carter Holmes selected land near 
Poowong in 1876, and the following year 
his brother Lawrence followed him from 
New Zealand with a like object, but with-
out success. In order to secure a home for 
his family he obtained 5 acres on the water 
reserve along the Bass River, under a garden 
licence. His son, W. H. C. Holmes, was with 
him, and assisted bring the family and their 
few months’ provisions by pack-horse 
instalments into their new camp, walled 
in by bush two hundred feet high, where a 
start was made with no stock and very little 
money. 

Laurence Holmes, senior, took a contract 
to erect a dual purpose structure for school 
and church purposes, on the town reserve 
of standing timber, in which Messrs. Mark 
Gardner, Caleb Buchett, Scott, Horsley, 
Cook and Holmes took an active part. This 
was the first building erected with public 
money in this part of Gippsland. It was later 
used as part of the Methodist Church.

The first cattle sale was held by Stratford 
Strettle at Wallace Dunlop’s yards, in 

October, 1878, and afterwards at Scott’s 
yards. At the age of 11 W. H. C. Holmes 
used to deliver the mails to settlers between 
McDonald’s Track and Jumbunna on foot. 

The original settlers to whom letters were 
delivered were:— J. G. Wilson, R. J. Fuller. 
E. C. Holmes, R. Kewish, W. V. Hill, 
J. Hosking, Pobjoy Bros., Charles Blew, W. 
Blake, N. Bennett, Wyndham Thomas,  Henry 
Hine, M. W. Elliott, Yorath Bros., D. Selby, 
John Thomas, Charles Muller, H. Kimberley, 
P. Neilsen, W. Kay, Henry Bristow, John 
Glew, John and W. T. Patterson, H. E. Leslie 
and Lardner’s Survey Camp. The terminus of 
this mail route was at Patterson Bros., of 
Otterburne, south of the present Whitelaw 
track, and whose cattle brand was “P.B. over O.”

Dan Selby and Charles Potts were staying 
with them, and the latter, whose leg was one 
day broken by a board, had to be carried on 
a stretcher along the pack track to Poowong 
and thence by coach to Drouin. The first 
land seeker that young Holmes escorted 
was M. W. Elliott, who, with Mr Hine, settled 
at “Ambleside.” Dan Selby, one of the party, 
had his arm broken in 1883, and was the 
second stretcher case to be carried along the 
track to the Drouin doctor.

Fresh arrivals were Messrs Spring, Clancy, 
McLeod, Matheson, Williams, Rainbow, 
Parsons, Herring, Elms, and Miss Shepherd. 
This led to the mails being carried by pack 
horse to McLeod’s on the top of Mount Misery, 
where the Jumbunna East post office was 
established.

The Holmes Family
In 1880 Laurence Holmes purchased J. 

Salmon’s store in Poowong, and young 
Holmes and his brothers sledged goods 
to surrounding settlements. In 1882 the 
business was sold to Ben Chaffey. In 1879 
the Holmes (father and sons) engaged in 
clearing contracts, and in 1883 cleared and 
formed Radovick Street, Korumburra. 
They moved on to 40 acres of land on the 
Bass River between the two bridges. 

In September, 1887, a tree fell across a 
tent, near Whitelaw, killing two men out of 
the four occupants. The dead men had to 
be brought to Poowong by sledge along the 
track, but a terrific hailstorm overtook the 
funeral cortege near Pobjoy’s, and it being 
unwise to at tempt further progress through 
the black night, the two corpses had to be 
left in the drenching rain until the morning. 

(continues on Page 16)
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One day at breakfast, a huge tree of 4ft. 
diameter wrecked Mrs Holmes’s bedroom, 
which she had left but a minute prior to 
the fall. Their camp on another occasion 
at Arawata was demolished one Saturday 
night after the young men had returned 
home for the Sunday. Their dwelling-place 
was burnt down at another time, and a 
neighbor had eight cattle killed by a falling 
tree in an adjoining paddock. 

In 1882 young Holmes was one of a party 
surveying coal reserves near Coal Creek 
under Mr Ayers, who was acting for Dr. R. L. 
Smith and Mr S. Crawcour; and a 4ft. seam 
of coal was found in a small shaft where the 
Korumburra State school stands to day. 

Up to 1884 the old Wesleyan Church did 
duty as church, public hall and school at 
Poowong, and he took part in the erection of 
an Athenaeum 40 x 24ft. under the contract 
of Holmes, senior, who also in September, 
1886, built the police station there.

Tarantulas and tiger snakes developed a too 
inquisitive familiarity with the bark-roofed log 
huts of those days, entering through cracks 
and crevices from which the mud stoppings 
had fallen away. Black snakes killed inside 
of dwelling places measured up to 6ft. in 
length. 

Messrs Lempriere, of Bena, and R. O. Timms, 
of Poowong, made ensilage of the spring and 
summer growths for winter feed, which they 
fed to their cows with profitable results.

Cheese was made by Messrs Mark Gardner 
and his son Charles as soon as the Drouin 
road was opened.

The Bank of Australasia was the first to 
open business in Poowong, with Mr Sawyer 
as manager.

In 1884 Mr Holmes, senior, was granted 
130 acres of land, abandoned at Korumburra 
by Herbert Howard, and settled on it. An 
attempt was made to burn bricks to build 
a house, but the weather continued so wet 
that the kiln collapsed and the bricks were 
practically “boiled.” They left Poowong with 
23 pure-bred milking Shorthorns, and that 
winter lost 17 through getting lost among 
the logs or stuck in crabholes. 

Portions of the roads to the Kardella 
station, to which they took a contract to 
convey settlers cream, were little else than 
mud canals in wet weather, and butter-
making was heavily handicapped until the 
opening in 1900 of [the] Korumburra 
Co-operative Butter Factory.

At a gathering of the pioneers of Poowong, 
Jeetho, Jumbunna, Korumburra, Leongatha 
and Mirboo, held at Moyarra on March 18, 
1913, were present Messrs A. Nicholas, W. 
H. C. Holmes, McCabe Hansen, R. J. Fuller, 
H. Dowell, A. Gillan, J. Rainbow, R. N. Scott, 
E. and M. Halford, C. Parsons, J. Western, 
F. J. Scott, Mrs Hansen, Miss K. McLean, 
Mrs H. Dowell, Miss Pollock, Messrs F. P. 
and A. W. Elms, W. J. Williams, G. Mathe-
son, F. Shender, R. Gillespie, A. McLean, W. 
Rainbow, C. Tulloch, F. and M. Bunn, Wm. 
McKenzie, McHarg, Mrs F. Elms, Miss Scott, 
Mrs R. N. Scott, Mrs E. Halford, Mrs Elms, 
sen., Mrs W. J. Willams, Miss K. Scott, Mrs 
W. Rainbow, Mrs Fuller, Mrs McHarg, Mrs 
F. Bunn, Mrs M. Bunn, Mrs Canobee, Mrs A 
McLean, Mrs C. Tulloch. 

In the year 1887 the first contract was 
let for the construction of the line from 
Dandenong to Korumburra to Messrs 
Falkingham and Sons, and soon afterwards 
the second section from Korumburra to 
Welshpool to Mr O’Keefe.

The first service in the district was held 
at Mr Caleb Burchett’s house on Sunday, 
December 30, 1877. The Rev. J. C. Symons 
was the first Methodist minister in the first 
church built at Poowong as an outcome 
of this meeting. Congregations assembled 
at the homes of J. Thomas, Leongatha; 
Brydon’s and Newton’s, Korumburra; and 
McLeod’s, Rainbow’s and W. J. Williams’s at 
Jumbunna. In 1887 a church was built by 
voluntary labor at Kardella on land donated 
by George Lancey. 

As travelling was difficult in those days 
accommodation was provided by the settlers 
in the neighborhood up to the limit of capacity; 
but as this was generally insufficient the 
expedient was adopted of holding all night 
services until daylight rendered it safe to 
make the return journey home though the 
bush tracks at the minimum of risk. Night 
travelling was out of the question. 

Part 2b next issue.

History of Korumburra (continued from Page 15)

“The Miners’ Express” Undated photograph of coal miners 
on their way into a mine at Jumbunna.


