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WELCOME  

Welcome to the first 

edition of The Western 

Port Times. 

 

This magazine has been 

introduced as a rebirth of 

the original Western Port 

Times, which was 

published in Grantville 

from 1898 until 1910. 

 

The  current site of the 

Transaction Centre was, 

in 1888 the site of the 

Coffee Palace and the 

Colonial Bank of 

Australasia, also later 

became the site where 

Grantvilleõs first 

newspaper, The 

Westernport Times was 

printed and published, 

from 1898 until 1910. 

Formerly The San Remo 

Times and Phillip Island 

and Bass Advertiser 

(1896-1898),  

The Western Port Times 

was published by  

Thomas Cox Monger. 

 

Thomas Monger went on 

to establish a general 

printing business, then 

Estate Agency in the 

same building. 

 

The Western Port Times 

magazine, has been 

developed to act as a 

medium for news from 

the Grantville history 

website: 
www.grantvillehistory.com.au 

The Grantville History 

website was developed 

after the start of the U3A 

Local History group in 

February this year. 

 

The Groupõs points of 

interest include:  

 

Grantville:  

Hotels  

(Grantville Hotel & 

Prince Of Wales) 

Cemetery 

Pier (Old & New) 

Saw mills & tramways 

(Brazier Mill etc.) 

Primary Schools (various 

iterations) 

Western Port Times 

(1898-1910) 

Mechanics Institute  

(local hall) 

Drive-in theatre 

General stores (esp. 

Wheatleyõs store) 

Anti-erosion barrier 

(1970õs? rebuilt 1980s?) 

Cobb & Co coach service 

(terminated Grantville, 

extended to Bass for a 

time) 

Grantville Racing Club 

Grantville Rifle Club 

Racecourse (1896? To 

1920s?) 

Site, date and type of 

1880s to 1900s businesses 

Agricultural shows 

(various) 

 

The Groupõs 

interpretation of 

Grantville & Districts, 

covers an area along the 

Bass Highway, starting at 

The Gurdies, down to 

Corinella Road, then 

south through Glen 

Forbes, Almurta, Glen 

Alvie, Kernot and 

Woodleigh. 

 

There a couple of 

vacancies in the group, 

which meets  if you are 

interested in joining. 

Go to the Bass Valley 

U3A website, to register 

your interest: 

www.u3abassvalley.com 

 

or Email the Secretary: 
bassvalleyu3aoffice@gmail.com 

We hope you enjoy the 

journey with us, back 

through what is now 148 

years of history of the 

town of Grantville.  

 

The township was 

gazetted on September, 

16, 1872. 

 

Read the official 

proclamation in our 

special report on page 2 

Of this first edition. 

 

Want to make a 

contribution, feel free to 

contact us. 

   Editor  

Check out the website and subscribe FREE   -   www.grantvillehistory.com.au  



 Grantville Proclaimed. 

This article, sent to us by Grantville part time local and 

Cemetery Trust member, Jane Hendtlass, details the 

original Proclamation of the town of Grantville, on 

Friday, 20 September, 1872, almost 146 years ago. 

 

This of course means that Grantville will celebrate its 

150th birthday in 2022. 

 

Phillip Island is celebrating its 150th this year, with an 

amazing line up of events, and an impressive series of 

historical recollections and photos being published 

each week in the Phillip Island advertiser. 

If you have trouble getting a copy of the Advertiser, 

you can subscribe by visiting their website: 

www.pisra.com.au 

 

In this edition 
Our feature this month is a paper delivered to the Bass 

Valley Historical Society, September 2nd 1977, by 

Colin Skidmore, titled The Ghosts of Queensferry. 

 

We believe this is a significant historical document on 

this area and would like to thank Colin for giving us 

permission to publish it here. 

 

In the coming months we will be publishing 

documents, stories and photos from our collection, 

which is building up nicely as the group grows in 

popularity.  

 

You can also follow the local history segments that 

have been published for the last 4 years by The 

Waterline on its website: www.waterlinenews.com.au 

 

As The Western Port Times is an online publication 

only, it was decided by the group to publish articles in 

single format columns, for easier reading in electronic 

formats.  
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